BLOOR WEST 

VILLAGE PLAYERS

SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION

This sponsorship proposal acts as a basis for discussion.  The Bloor West Village Players is very pleased to tailor a proposal to suit your strategic business needs.

For all Sponsorship inquiries, please contact: Steve Minnie

647-880-2914 or by email at sminnie@hotmail.com
Bloor West Village Players

2190 Bloor Street West

Toronto, Ontario

Season Runs from  September 2008 to June 2009

www.village players.net
INTRODUCING 

OUR HISTORY

On Oct 17, 1974 Bloor West Village Players opened their doors for the first time.  The Wedgewood Restaurant, on Bloor near Jane St, was the stage for our very first production, The Rainmaker, by Richard Nash. It was performed in the seventy-seat Banquet Room.

Village Players’ mission has always been to provide the community with professional-quality theatre at modesty prices.  With each year gathering more recognition, subscribers, volunteers and cutting-edge plays, The Village Players need to find a new home keep up with the demand.  In 1977 The Village Players moved east along Bloor Street to 2190 Bloor Street West, just east of Runnymede.  What started out as an empty room with one light bulb, was soon transformed into a functional and accommodating theatre, with a 160-seat capacity, mainstage, workshop, two dressing rooms, lobby, costume and props room, box office.  

Who would have believed that such humble beginnings would have lead to such success.  The Village Players’ strive to prove that you don’t need to go downtown to enjoy great theatre.  For the last 35 years The Village Players’ have offered a wide range of entertaining plays, from Comedies, Shakespeare, Dramas, Modern tales of romance and Suspense.  If you like to view a little history of the plays that have been produced just check out our website, www.villageplayers.net

THE VOLUNTEERS

The success of The Village Players’ rests on its ability to remain a community based company.  

The Village Players’ is a volunteer driven organization.  The money goes back into the theatre, paying for such things as rent, production cost, royalties, maintenance and administration costs.

Our volunteers come from a wide range of backgrounds and experience.  We often have new volunteers coming into the theatre willing and interested in learning theatre craft from our more experienced veterans.  Everyone involved is here for the love of theatre.
OUR AUDIENCE

The Bloor West Village Players entertains a diverse audience from the heart of the Bloor West Village.  Approximately 10,000 patrons come to our theatre, including 1,100 subscribers who attend each of our five productions.  Our subscribers come from across the GTA.

Generally, our audience members:

· Are professionals or retired professionals

· Range in age from their late 20’s to mid 70’s

· Are single and married with families

Your organization can reach this diverse market through our sponsorship packages.

OUR 2008 – 2009 SEASON
The Heiress  (September 26 – October 18, 2008)

By Ruth and Augustus Goetz

Suggested by the Henry James novel Washington Square

If the shy and plain daughter of a prosperous 19th century New York doctor is deluding herself in her belief that the charming, but impoverished, young man courting her is sincere, she clings to her delusion despite her father’s threat to disown her if she marries her suitor.

Dangerous Corners (November 21 – December 13, 2008)

By J.B. Priestly


At a social gathering, the exploration of a seemingly innocuous mystery leads to the uncovering of painful truths about the past that will forever alter the future for those present.  A powerful mystery/drama from the author of Time and The Coways.

Ravenscroft (January 16 – February 7, 2008)

By Don Nigro

In this hilarious spoof of British drawing-room murder mysteries, a brilliant detective is stymied when he endeavors to uncover the truth about the mysterious death of the lone man in a house full of lying women.

Humble Boy (March 13 – April 4, 2009)

By Charlotte Jones


When troubled young scientist Felix Humble returns to the Humble hive for the funeral of his beekeeper father, he finds he must come to terms with the forces affecting his personal life before he can resume his quest to understand the forces driving the universe.  An intelligent, funny and touching play from an accomplished young playwright.

Hay Fever (May 1 – May 23, 2009)

By Noel Coward

When each of the delightfully mad members of the Bliss family invites a guest to spend the weekend at their country home without informing the others, what ensues is madly delightful.  A witty comedy by the master of the genre who gave us Private Lives and Blithe Spirit.

LEVELS OF INVOLVEMENT

1. Season Sponsor $15,000   (maximum 2 sponsors/season)

A Season Sponsor is a sponsor for the entire season with the Bloor West Village Players.  As a sponsor, you will benefit from custom marketing opportunities, as well as tickets for clients/staff appreciation while gaining recognition as being a cultural supporter in your community.

BENEFITS

· Your company will billed as a Village Playhouse Season Sponsor on all marketing, promotional and public relations material.

· 8,000 brochures 

· 1,000 posters 

· Your company logo displayed in the window of Village Playhouse for the entire season.

· A link to your company website on www.villageplayers.net
· Charitable tax receipt

DISTRIBUTION OF POSTERS AND BOCHURES

· The Village Players will poster within the local community

· Restaurants & Pubs

· Local business

PRESS

· We will pitch the your company sponsorship as a story in and of itself to the style and business editors at all of the dailies and weeklies in Toronto

IN THE THEATRE

· Your company will have the opportunity to place displays or signage in the theatre lobby for the entire season.

· A full page ad for your company will be featured in the program for each show of the season.

· We can distribute your company products or information to our audience:

· With single ticket purchases

· In the lobby at each performance

· On the exit after each performance

ENTERTAINMENT

· A total of 20 complimentary tickets will be available to your company for each production. They can be used on any performance subject to availability.

· Your company employees will be able to purchase tickets to any performance during the season at a 10% discount. Employees must show business card.

2. Show Sponsor $5,000   (maximum 3 sponsors/show)
A Show Sponsor is a sponsor for an individual production within the season with the Bloor West Village Players’.  As a sponsor, you will benefit from custom marketing opportunities, as well as tickets for clients/staff appreciation while gaining recognition as being a cultural supporter in your community.

BENEFITS

· Your company will billed as a Village Playhouse Show Sponsor on all marketing, promotional and public relations material.

· 8,000 brochures (need details before going to print)

· 100 posters 

· Your company logo displayed in the window of Village Playhouse for the duration of the production you are sponsoring.

· A link to Your Company website on www.villageplayers.net
· Charitable tax receipt

IN THE THEATRE

· Your company will have the opportunity to place displays or signage in the theatre lobby, during the run of show.

· A half page ad for your company will be featured in the program for show sponsoring.

ENTERTAINMENT

· A total of 10 complimentary tickets will be available to your company to use during the show you are sponsoring on any night, subject to availability

· Your company employees will be able to purchase tickets to any performance of your sponsored show at a 10% discount. Employees must show business card.

3 Patron Level $1,000 - $4,000 (maximum 5 sponsors/show)
A Patron Sponsor is a sponsor for an element involved with a production (such as – set, sound, lights, costumes, advertising) within the season with the Bloor West Village Players’.  As a sponsor, you will benefit from custom marketing opportunities, as well as tickets for clients/staff appreciation while gaining recognition as being a cultural supporter in your community.

BENEFITS

· Your company Logo displayed in the window of Village Playhouse for the duration of the production you are sponsoring. 

· A link to your company website on www.villageplayers.net
· A ¼ page ad for your company will be featured in the program for show sponsoring.

· Charitable tax receipt

ENTERTAINMENT

· A total of 5 complimentary tickets will be available to your company to the show sponsoring on any night, subject to availability)

· Your company’s employees will be able to purchase tickets to any performance of the show you are sponsoring at a 10% discount. Employees must show business card.

4. Program Ads

Advertising in the Village program (5 ½ x 8 ½) allows you to cost effectively reach a specific target market.  Take advantage of these unique marketing strategies and receive tickets to a show performance.

ADVERTISING RATES

(2000 Minimum Circulation of Programs)





1 Show

3 Show

5 Show
¼ Page Program Ad

$100.00

$200.00

$350.00

Half Page Program Ad
$150.00

$300.00

$550.00

Full Page Program Ad

$250.00

$500.00

$800.00

5. WALL OF FAME & IN-KIND DONATION

$20 - $49 
In-Kind - receive a charitable tax receipt

$50 - $99 
Bronze Donor – Bronze colour brick with name on wall of fame and a                           charitable tax receipt

$100 - $199
Silver Donor – Silver colour brick with name on wall of fame and a charitable tax receipt

$200 - Plus
Gold Donor – Gold colour brick with name on wall of fame and a charitable tax receipt

6. Preview Night $750.00 

(1 Preview Night /production - 5 productions/ season)

Be the first to see the show!  

You can buy the Thursday night preview for your own personal performance.  This is often done by groups wishing to raise money by reselling the seats to their supporters as a fundraiser or sometimes by companies wishing to hold an employee appreciation night.  Whatever your reason, buying the preview performance entitles you to 150 seats to the show that evening as well as use of the lobby space for pre or post show receptions.
This sponsorship proposal acts as a basis for discussion.  The Bloor West Village Players is very please to tailor a proposal to suit your strategic business needs.

For all Sponsorship inquiries, please contact: Steve Minnie

647-880-2914 or by email at sminnie@hotmail.com 

